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Thc Honorable Dennis (~rastcrt
lJrUted S[ates H()u.~c of Repr.eSe11[ar.iYI::~
WashttWO1'L, nc 20510

1 )t:ar: Speaker H:\~I;C1t

'Tl1e Epis~opal CI,LJ.f;(;h S\lppOtts !:he Affntd~ble HOU:1i11~ ,,'und as part of me rcL/rtm/llousing
T'ind1t~~ RI!/iJI'I'N .J4~1 of200, (I' I.]~. 1461). Howcvc1", wc are strOngly CJpp(.)sed to me ult:lusiofl
()f ]fl.l:tguage m H,R. 1461 tn,at ~est:rictli non.pf"ofits ~ ~1CJ~d.in~ tcJ1giOU$ organi%at1r.)ns -from

xeceiVU1.Q; Affc)rd~,b.le HO1.1s1.t1g rLLnd(i if they have CT~~g~d in 311Y V~)tct registration.. .'V"~)t:c.:t

idcntific~ltion. get-ollt-thc-V()tc, al:\d od1er 110npart1$~,U voce.r paruc--tparion acrivicic~ ()t voter
cnCQu.rageme11C eff~J~ w1!hin 12 mo~lths (.)fthe appIic~\ti()n. The vety peoplc in.1'leed of
~,ffordA.ble hl)]J:Jing fL\"e tho~e ,¥h~) {)ftCI1 ~p;ed the mlJNt hc.:lp .in fully P~\ttit:1pating in out"
dcm()cta,cy ~3 vo[e~. It ill n;gLlly ironic rhilt at the very !npmr.:nt Whel1. we h~vt: ~~en .in ilie
starkest of rerrn~ thc great need f'nt atfOI:l1able housing, il"pt'ftanr l~gi.~larl()n to Inel!t that
n~l.:d is ('.lJ.cumbered with language tha[ undCr11)ines our d~n'I()ctacy-

The Episcopal ChtlIch. thtoughJ"Ubilee MiJustti,es and Epi8copal SeI"V"ice pt:(")vi<1c~, offe,1"S
hOUsU1g assi"tancc to I11anY of out: nation's poor. J ubilcc Ministries ,\dministers granc-o; ~()
over 70 Jubilce Ceu[etS r:hr()ughout the UnitCU States as well ~\S thc wider Angli~n
C:()rnmuni.o1J.. Including a provision mat \vQuld prohibit Hpi~ct)pal o.rga.ni~tions trulr
eQcourage d~m()cratic ~.ngagcmcnt (rut)) p~cicipating in Affordablc J J r.)using F~).d poog,tmns
would limit QUI: .response to (T(K!'S call to serve thc least amoIlg us and se'1'erely ~c~t.r.1C[ OUt
cffom to p.rovide S;tfc. decen[, and aff()tdable hOUSi11.~.

Ir, !/UpportiI1g d,~ Affo.Wable Hou!iing 17und in H,J~. 146,1. we are ~ctillg \]pon a :te:\olurioQ
p!l~~ed at ()ut 2003 Gener:al (:(,1r\V~ntion dlat rt:~fft.t.med o\:lr c,)t"ntn,itwellt to p1:Q"\I-i,1.iJ1g
affordable holl~jr'g for: rhe poor. Thc rC8o1unon call~ f<.JI: the legisl-.1rjyc bT:flnches of tnc

f~.deral.~)Vcrnm~.n[ [0 providc ",rel1ml and owncr-occupied h!)Lt~1ng that i-; sa.fc, ac.;essible,
:l.na nffor.da.ble ftlr )()W-;,QGome acd mt;)r.Jci:l'l.te-incomc p(:t~(,)ns and tl1c:ir- fatuilies inct..lJing
persons 'with wl:abilirie,s'. and "t() ~n~u,re UlRt h()u~ing assistance: PT()gr:ams ue ~ldcquately
hll1ded t() nddte5S the &I'towing ga.p b~.tWe,e!l tl..c f"l1.1wbe-.r of ~tffo,-dable hou.qing 1.1nitS availa.blc
and the nuh1.ber of rc11t,t;1" households in th~ bottOIn CJU2ml~ of mcomc in this nal:1{)n."

~\s a Ch~1tt:;h we have illso ackno,vledged "thc l.1Se- of die poJitioo proces~ 2.S an act of
(':hriS~D scew:lt"r.1~hip" and .tCCOg-niAcd t~t a "f'lit.hEll! commitlncnt to voling i~ ~l(] e.~(en5ion
of our 1'~pt19Jng! (X)~erulnt tt) 's~e for jul;it1t;e and pea.cc an~J the dignit)-. of every human
being.'" Wc hn.,-e Slsk~d "0.0 l.j,p;!lcop~1i1tng to ~c.~vely en~ge in arJvoc~ting f()t" ~.(.)teJ: righl:'..,



enCOl1raging voter t;(.~~tl;a.tiOQI get1ing OUt ilie \,"otc, ~od vollJllteering to atiliilJt v<.,te.t5 a! the

1"()lIs..~

Mr.. Speaker, wc ~k thar you do all in yOut power to see cllar me prc)vis,ious related tc> 'votC1"
particip2.tiou are .removed nom J-I..R. 1461. No organiJlati(m should be asked to ch()c)se
between providing hc)rncs foJ: those j,u need OJ: cl)l1bling ciciz~ to fully p~rcir;ipate fully in
our demOCt2f;Y.

~inCt;tcJy.

~~-\J~ "f-

1l,c Revet~d Kwast A. Thorn.cl.1
ChfliI, NarionllI C(,)JlcCtn~ Con1nuttee of ~~ l~xcc:utive Council
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'l"he Right Rcvccend JOlul Bryson C":h~nc, D.D.
Bishop of Washington


